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l lack. + fale models. 

“Our family was bound by the 
church and school,” Dumas, a men- 
tal health worker, recalls. 

“Many. of the neighborhood adults 
took an interest in what we kids were 
doing. And Gene me, that made a 
difference.” 


tate had benefited from were 
Now, to rebuild some of those 

, several times a week Dumas 

d i nine other women enter various 
mes hobbled by poverty to teach 
young Yan how to care for their 


The N — homemakers, a 


month-old intergenerational pro- 
gram sponsored by Family Dynam- 
ies, a nonprofit agency dedicated to 
Bee child abuse and N 


“fronts attest to decades of chronic 
i ee provides a support system 
for stru gling young mothers. 


- same time, these programs tap a 
of skilled yet underutilized eG eroup 


po age to keep the family together ; 


the city’s teenage pregnancies. 


“We' re trying to keep families to-> 


gether,” says Rolanda Pyle, volun- 
teer coordinator of Family 
Dynamics. 


Scattered across the country are a i 
small but growing number of initia- i 


tives that engage older people to 


Private Ventures Ine. 
For example: 


— In school districts in Ilowa and | 
. Michigan, older volunteers teach ca- 


reer awareness and educational ex- 
cellence to youngsters in danger of 
dropping out of school. 

— Nonprofit programs in Maine 
and Illinois are drawing on the life 
experience of older women to assist 
disadvantaged teenage mothers in 
raising their children. 

— A Massachusetts chapter of the 
International Union of Electrical 
Workers sponsors an alternative sen- 
tencing program for jail-bound juve- 
niles, whereby retired union workers 
act as mentors to the first offenders. 


oon age groups, has enormous 
potential. 


Elder volunteers help young: 


people isolated by poverty navigate 
their way into the adult world. Atthe 


to physical abuse or neglect from a 
m parent. Often they're hostile and sus- 
twee: ki he th 

ee me “But those ill feelings tend to; 


i Freedman. “The youngsters. often 
are receptive because of their in- 
tense need. An older person becomes 
N family, meny like an 


af ne a. of matching adults 
with disadvantaged young people is 
not always frictionless. Many of the 
young suffer from a range of pover- 
ty-related problems, from unem- 
ployment to drug and alcohol abuse 


- the following year. Left with three 
g young eek oak eden, 


was living on $446 a month in . gc 


Pitre nasitanes in 8 rpomeu¥ lof 
memories. 

“I cried, and my kids cried loud- 
er,” Rogers recalls. “There. was one 
week where the crackheads robbed 
$3 in food stamps off me. The next 


| day one of them wanted $5 for pro- 


tection money. After that, I just 
stopped.” 


es. confided hen own troubles with rais- 


ing a daughter born out of wedlock. 
She va ge Rogers‘‘encouraging 
and helped her through 

“hue ae 


